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Government of the day. Monsieur Pierre Cot, left Le Bourget for
Moscow accompanied by a suite of officials of the French Air Ministry.
The three French aeroplanes duly reached their destination on the
15th September, after having broken their journey at Kharkov and
at Kiev. In a speech which he delivered in Moscow during his visit,
Monsieur Cot expressed the opinion that 'the interests of our people
and of world-peace3 would be promoted by the establishment of
technical co-operation in the air between France and the Soviet
Union; and in a statement which he made, upon his return home, to
the French Press, he told his countrymen that he had

visited a great number of aviation establishments, institutes, laboratories,
factories, schools, industrial enterprises and social institutions such as
dispensaries, kindergartens and creches. But [he added] I will not
conceal the great interest and the high regard that I have brought away
with me for the Russian achievements in the air. I believe that, in the
course of our visit, we have prepared the ground for a technical collabora-
tion and for a closer contact between the experts of the two nations. ...
I am convinced that, in working on the plane, of science, technique and
industry (which are the fundamental preoccupations of the Soviet
Union), we shall be making some small contribution to the insurance of
mutual understanding and general peace.

A return visit was paid in the following year by a flight of three
Russian aeroplanes which arrived in Paris on the 7th August, 1934.
And this Russian air mission was entertained by Monsieur Herriot
in his capacity as mayor of his native city of Lyons. During the
same calendar year, a French air mission spent six months in the
U.S.S.R.

In the meantime, the Franco-Russian trade negotiations which
had been running parallel with the political negotiations had been
making a slow progress which at length bore fruit in the initialing of
a provisional Franco-Russian, trade agreement at Paris on the llth
January, 1934, and in the signature at Moscow, on the 9th December,
of a protocol which was to provide the basis for the conclusion of a
permanent commercial treaty.

It will be seen that, after the signature of the Franco-Russian
Non-Aggression Treaty of the 29th November, 1932, the relations
between the two parties continued to grow more intimate and more
cordial; and in the year 1934 this well-known tendency for a detente
resulting from a common anxiety to transform itself into an entente,
if the anxiety persistsa received a fresh acceleration and impetus from
two events: the signature, on the 26th January, 1934, of a German-
Polish Non-Aggression Pact in which the contracting parties pledged
themselves, for the next ten years, to abstain from the use of force